Images and Bio for the James Currey Literary Festival

1

Khadija Sesay

Kadija (George) Sesay, FRSA, is a poet, editor, and publisher of Sierra Leonean descent. Her debut
poetry collection, Irki, was shortlisted for the Glenna Luschei Prize for African Poetry. She has edited
more than a few significant anthologies, including Burning Words, Flaming Images (1996); IC3: The
Penguin Book of New Black Writing in Britain (2000) coedited with Courttia Newland; and Write Black,
Write British (2005).
2

James Currey

James Currey co-founder of James Currey publishers (est 1984) has been called "The Godfather of
African Literature". His publishing house is responsible for producing vast numbers of academic books,
journals, fiction and nonfiction books about Africa. He together with Chinua Achebe under the
auspices of Heinemann publishers, produced the famous African Writers Series (AWS) which gave
voice and visibility to many African writers especially in the post-independent period.

3

Onyeka Nwelue

Born in 1988 in Ezeoke Nsu, Mbano, Dr Onyeka Nwelue is a multi-disciplinary artist. A film maker,
publisher, and writer who is an author of over 14 books. He is a graduate of the Prague Film School
in Czech Republic, and studied Ancient Masterpieces of world literature under professor Martin
Puchner at Harvard University. He founded the James Currey Society in the United Kingdom, an
elite academic and performative workshop based on the principles of James Currey.

4

Nkiru Njoku

A screenwriter, writer, and video producer. She is the head writer of M-net's Tinsel, a Nigerian soap
that started airing in 2008.[1] In 2016 Njoku was the head content producer of Project Fame West
Africa. Njoku was one of the lead writers on MTV Shuga Alone Together in 2020 where she wrote and
remotely directed the actors in some of the 70 nightly episodes.

5

Aderemi Adegbite

Aderemi Adegbite is an artist-curator, an interdisciplinary artist with an interest in social interventions.
He is the founder of the Vernacular Art-space Laboratory Foundation, an artist initiative for artist-run
projects. Recently, he created Tutuola Institute – The Yoruba Cultural Institute as both an artistic
intervention and a legally recognised limited by guarantee NGO.

6

Leye Adenle

Leye Adenle, winner of the first ever Prix Marianne in 2016, is a Nigerian writer living and working in
London as an agile coach - sort of a trainer of computer geeks. His short story, The Assassination, in
the anthology, Sunshine Noir, was a finalist for the 2017 CWA short story dagger award.

7

Keith Richards

Keith Richards OBE is currently the Managing Director of Promasidor Nigeria Ltd a food and
beverages company based in Lagos. His career has spanned over thirty years of involvement in
developing markets, especially Africa. Prior to his current position he has most recently been
Managing Director of Guinness Nigeria Plc in Lagos and of International Equitable Association, in
Aba, Abia State.
8

Stephen Embelton

Born in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa and now a resident in Oxford, United Kingdom. He is the 2022
James Currey Fellow at the African Studies Centre, Oxford University. His background is Graphic
Design, Art Direction in Advertising, and Film/Video production and directing. He is a charter member
of the African Speculative Fiction Society.

9

Ikenna Okeh

Born in 1989, Ikenna Okeh writes narrative poetry, and prose fiction centred around African characters.
His latest novel, Deportee, is published in the UK by Abibiman Publishing. All of his works are to be
found in the library of the Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden.

10 Ever Obi

Ever Obi was born in 1989 in Aba, Nigeria and currently lives in Lagos where he writes and works as a
Financial Risk Manager. Men Don’t Die is his debut novel.

11 Diane Regisford

Dr Dianne Regisford was born in Oxford, in the United Kingdom. She is a visual and performance artist
who creates spaces for multi-sensory engagement, storytelling and encounter. She is the firt person of
African Heritahge to earn a Phd in Social Sculpture. Her book of poems, Evoking Belonging: poetics of
Urban Indigene, captures and documents not just the poesy of her concerns, but also the healing.

12 Ikhide Ikheloa

Ikhide Ikheloa who describes himself as Father, Fighter, Lover, Troublemaker, is a literary critic and
writer. He’s a tireless crusader for the digitalization of literature and has been profoundly involved in
the modern literary tradition and writing. He refuses to write a book because he stubbornly insists that
the book is dying a long slow death.

13 Efe Azinio

Efe Paul Azino born in Lagos is a Nigerian writer, performance artist and poet, regarded "as one of
Nigeria's leading performance poets. He has also been regarded as one who has "played a pivotal part
in lifting the words from the page and giving them life" in the Nigerian spoken word performance
space. He is the founder and director of the Lagos International Poetry Festival, and the director of
poetry at the annual Lagos Book and Art Festival.

14 Margaret Busby

Margaret Yvonne Busby, CBE, Hon. FRSL (born 1944), is a Ghanaian-born publisher, editor, writer and
broadcaster, resident in the UK. She was Britain's youngest and first black female book publisher when
in the 1960s she co-founded with Clive Allison, the London-based publishing house Allison and Busby.
She is a recipient of the Benson Medal from the Royal Society of Literature. In 2020 she was voted one
of the "100 Great Black Britons".

15 Jahman Anikulapo

Anikulapo is a seasoned Nigerian journalist and art curator. He began his art journalism career at The
Guardian as the arts and media editor in 1993. He worked as the arts and media editor until 2003,
then worked as the Editor of The Guardian on Sunday and The GuardianLife Magazine from 2003 to
2013. He is reputed for being a bridge for opportunities to young writers.
16 Earl Lovelace

Born 13 July 1935, Earl Lovelace is a Trinidadian novelist, journalist, playwright, and short story
writer. He is particularly recognized for his descriptive, dramatic fiction on Trinidadian culture:
"Using Trinidadian dialect patterns and standard English, he probes the paradoxes often inherent
in social change as well as the clash between rural and urban cultures. He’s a recipient of the
Commonwealth Writers' Prize and OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature.

17 Okey Ndibe

Okey Ndibe is a Nigerian writer of Igbo ancestry who writes from the U.S. His fiction has been
praised by Nobel laureate Wole Soyinka ("...quite a while since I sensed creative promise on
this level"), John Edgar Wideman ("first rate fiction"), Ngugi wa Thiong'o ("Moliere-like"), Janet
Maslin of the New York Times ("razor-sharp"). Foreign Gods, Inc. one of the best 10 or most
remarkable books of 2014. The Houston, Texas-based USAfricaonline.com named Ndibe its
"African Writer of 2014".
18 Nneoma Otuegbe

Nneoma Otuegbe was born in Owerri Nigeria in 1987. She is a Visiting Lecturer and Doctoral researcher
in English literature at the University of Wolverhampton. Her writing which cuts across genres have
appeared in various literary magazines. Her fiction was longlisted for the 2022 commonwealth short
story prize.

19 Okwiri Odour

Okwiri Oduor is a Kenyan writer, who won the 2014 Caine Prize. In April 2014 she was named on
the Hay Festival's Africa39 list of 39 Sub-Saharan African writers aged under 40 with potential and
talent to define trends in African literature, with her story "Rag Doll" being included in the
subsequent anthology Africa39: New Writing from Africa South of the Sahara.

20 Jacqueline Mitchell

Jacqueline Mitchell is an experienced non-fiction editor with an excellent track record. She has
successfully developed the lists at James Currey and also at Sutton Publishing, and has worked on
individual titles for Haus Publishing, the Bodleian Library, Osprey and Constable & Robinson. She
is the commissioning Editor at James Currey Publishers.

21.

Derek Effiong

Derek Bassey is a self-teaching 21-year-old artist. Born and raised in Nigeria, but currently residing in
Canada, his growth has been shaped by diverse experiences. Armed with nothing but pure intent and
a willingness to explore, Derek started painting after he graduated high school in 2016. While getting
his Bachelor of Business Administration at the Canadian Mennonite University, his body of work
continuously explores subject matters like identity, death, legacy, and love. He draws inspiration for his
art from a litany of sources. Visions in his consciousness, lyrics from his favourite music, and scenes
from his favourite pictures.

